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19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 

himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does 

the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he 

will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the 

Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased 

to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the 

Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.  
24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell 

you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 

God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 

the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is 

the Son of Man.  
28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will 

hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and 

those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I 

judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who 

sent me.  

 

Earlier this week I got lunch at the Wok Zone just down the street here by the Shell 

Station.  My meal came with the standard issue, complementary fortune cookie.  And so, with 

eager anticipation I cracked my cookie open and pulled out the slip of paper held within.  “Your 

heart is pure, your mind clear, and your soul devout.”  A wave of relief washed over me with that 

reassurance of what an excellent person I am.  Not really though, right?  I don’t take stock in the 

cute little sayings of fortune cookies.   

I was reminded though, by this little piece of paper, of the verdict that Jesus tells us that 

each of us will hear when we stand before Him at the Last Judgment when He comes again in 

glory.  That verdict, He tells us, will be that we are indeed pure and holy, devoted and faithful.  

That verdict we have received from our gracious Savior and the Day when He will announce it to 

all creation are the emphasis of today’s Scripture lessons. 

In the verses leading up to today’s Gospel text, John tells us about Jesus healing an 

invalid man.  Something, whether it was illness or injury we’re not told, had robbed this man of 

the ability to walk.  For thirty-eight years he had been paralyzed and when Jesus heard this He 

went to the man and asked him, “Do you want to get well?”  Then He told him, “Get up! Pick 

up your mat and walk.” At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked 

(John 5:6,8).   

Now while you would think this miracle of Jesus would be cause for rejoicing and 

wonder, the Jewish leaders weren’t pleased by it.  You see, the day on which Jesus had 

performed this miracle was the Sabbath day.  They didn’t feel that it was right for Him to be 
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performing any work miraculous or not on the Sabbath, so they started persecuting Him.  John 

tells us that In His defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at work to this very 

day, and I too am working.”  But this upset them even further and they tried all the more to 

kill Him; not only was He breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own 

Father, making Himself equal with God (John 5:17-18).   

Jesus didn’t disagree with them.  Instead, He continued with the words of our text from 

this morning, explaining that He was indeed equal with the Father.  Whatever the Father does 

the Son does, He told them.  There was a flawless correspondence between Jesus and His Father 

because they were of the same essence; they are the same God.  Whatever the Father was doing 

in working out His plan of redemption for the people of this world, He had shown Jesus, 

revealing His plan to Him.  The miracles that Jesus performed, like the healing of that paralyzed 

man, were a part of God’s plan of salvation meant to show people that Jesus was exactly who He 

said He was.  But, Jesus continued, the Father would show them even greater things than these 

wonders of healing for their amazement. 

And then Jesus told them what those wondrous deeds would be.  Just as the Father 

raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom He is pleased to give 

it.  Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all 

may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  The Father gives life and so does the Son.  

What the Son judges the Father considers judged and does not need to judge again.  Whoever 

honors the Father honors the Son and whoever dishonors the Son dishonors the Father.  Jesus 

makes it abundantly clear that they were correct in their assumptions.  He was declaring God to 

be His Father and was stating that He was equal to Him in glory and He would prove it to them 

by giving life to the dead and by judging.   

How would He do that?  Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and believes 

Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to 

life.  Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live.  Jesus gives life to the spiritually dead 

through His Word.  Matthew and Mark tell us about another paralyzed man Jesus healed—it’s a 

story I think you’re familiar with—the one where the crowd was so thick that the man’s friends 

took him up onto the roof of the home where Jesus was teaching and lowered him through the 

roof to bring him to Jesus.  Jesus didn’t just heal that man, He also told him, Your sins are 

forgiven (Matthew 5:20, Mark 2:5). 

Jesus was able to forgive that man’s sins and raise him from spiritual death to life 

because He is the Son of God.  He was able to announce forgiveness to that man and to us 

because of the work He had come into the world to accomplish, offering His perfect life, the life 

of God’s own Son, as the atonement sacrifice for our sins.  He gave His life for us, and as proof 

that His sacrifice was accepted God raised Him from the dead.  Everyone, He tells us, who 

places their trust in Him and His sacrifice for sin has eternal life.  They have crossed over from 

death to life.  You’ve seen that miracle at work in your own life, and in the lives of many around 

you, and we rejoice that He was pleased to give that life to us, and we look forward to even 

greater things still to come.   

Jesus continued, Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in 

their graves will hear His voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise 

to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.  So let me ask you, 

how do you feel about those words?  Do they fill you with the same peace and joy and comfort 
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as the words from the previous paragraph—they have already crossed over from death to 

life—or do Jesus’ words about the Last Day leave you feeling a bit uneasy?   

I think we marvel, and fittingly so, when we hear those words of Jesus that whoever 

believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life.  That our God could be so amazing, so 

gracious, is beyond our understanding and so we receive that news with thanksgiving and praise.  

When we reflect on Jesus and His love we’re filled with peace and joy.  But when we hear His 

words about the Last Day, that those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those 

who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned, our temptation is to stop reflecting on 

Jesus and His life and to start reflecting on our own lives.  We hear the words judgment and 

deeds, good and evil and we’re tempted to think only of where we stand in the light of the law.  

If the law were the standard by which you and I would be judged when Jesus comes again in 

glory then, yes, it would certainly be a day that we should feel uneasy about, apprehensive of, 

even outright terrified of, because we know what the verdict would be. 

But the law is not the only message our God of grace has given us.  The gospel, God’s 

good news of Jesus tells us that on that Last Day we will be held in the light of His atoning 

sacrifice for sins. We do not need to be judged because for you and I the verdict is already in.  

That verdict is that you are not guilty.  Your heart is pure, your mind clear of evil thoughts, your 

soul devoted to God alone.  Earlier this fall, we heard in Ephesians 5 that on that day of 

judgment Jesus will present us to His heavenly Father as radiant, holy and blameless, without 

any blemish.  On that day He will say to you, Well done, good and faithful servant!  That is the 

verdict you will receive and have already received through Jesus your Savior. 

Do you understand your verdict?  When we consider our own life and works in the light 

of God’s law, we’re led to marvel even more at the life and work of Jesus revealed to us in the 

gospel.  Can we ever truly understand the “not guilty” verdict we’ve been given?  I don’t believe 

we can.  The supernaturally perfect love of our heavenly Father demonstrated to us in His Son 

and communicated to us by His Holy Spirit exceeds our human understanding.  St. Paul calls the 

calm that we feel in our hearts through faith in Christ, a peace that surpasses understanding 

(Philippians 4:7).   

We may not be able to wrap our human minds around or comprehend how God could 

love us so completely that He would die for us so that we could live with Him forever.  But there 

it is, plain and simple, His gospel promise that that is exactly what He has done for us.  He 

speaks the message to us in His Word and through that same miraculous Word He creates faith 

in our hearts that believes what we hear so that when you think about the Last Judgment, the day 

when Jesus comes again, you don’t need to fear it or feel uneasy, you can look forward to that 

day with eager anticipation and with joy, with your heads lifted high and with peace in your 

hearts because the verdict is in!  Your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our Lord!  And so 

together with all the Saints we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  Amen. 


